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SUMMIT 2018 — Oral Health Equity in the Caribbean:

Moving from Research to Policy-making and Practice

President’s Message:

When COHI started up in 2012, we invested our hearts, our minds, our actions, and our

imaginations to establish an alliance. This collaboration would aim to improve oral and

systemic health in the Caribbean region. Six years later, we can say that we have made

tremendous progress. The existing bond based on a shared history of slavery and colonia-

lism, and of struggles to mend our broken, and distinct identities have helped identify and

address the problems of oral and general health that are quite common among us. During

the 2018 Summit “Oral Health Equity in the Caribbean: Moving from Research to Policy-

making and Practice”, we honored our historical partnership and acknowledged our mem-

bers’ accomplishments. We delineated future actions in research, prevention, workforce

building and public policy development that focus on the oral and general health disparities in the region. The theme of the
third summit, captured our on-going movement through times of surprising progress and unexpected challenges. Central to
our mission is to reduce oral and general health inequalities in the Caribbean Region. Equity has been in our agenda as a
goal. We all know that our public health sectors are weak and that they still emphasize on curative care. We are also aware
of the increasing socioeconomic inequalities between and within our countries that create a social gradient in health. We
learned from the experiences in nine countries in the Caribbean and Latin America their efforts to develop oral health strate-
gies at universities, communities and governments that improve the quality of life specially for those that suffer social
inequalities related to health and disease. Our purpose is to stimulate change in health and health care. Structurally, we will
accomplish this through policies and practices based on scientifically meritorious research. This research should, not only
show us where the disparities are, but also, why they are happening. We will continue to improve opportunities for networ-
king among our nations, to identify ways to share knowledge and resources, and to explore models of oral health promotion
and policy building among our member nations. We will more than ever acknowledge the behavioral and social determi-
nants that have defined and stood as barriers to our various approaches to oral and general health. For me, as COHI’s presi-
dent, these six years have been wonderful time, filled with intellectual and practical challenges; more importantly, a time of
communal encounters with brothers and sisters with whom | have so much in common. This year, we selected our 2019-
2021 board of directors through a voting process. They are willing and strong candidates for the future development of our
organization. | extend our thanks to the outgoing board members for their vision, commitment and support during the past
years and | hope we can continue working together during our next years!

San Juan, Puerto Rico
June 15-16, 2018

R. Naidu Z. Malheiros A. Rivera A. Elias B. Stewart José Matos Agnes Rivera Bernal Saborio

Dean, UPR Medical Sciences Campus Colgate-Palmolive CariCom Colgate-Palmolive VP & General |
COHI & LAOHA MEMBERS -

Great Caribbean Region

www.caribbeanoralhealthinitiative.com
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June 15, 2019

Roadmaps for Public Policy

Discussion Panel:

Community Intervention
Networks Project

Dominican Republic Oral Health
Alliance (ASOD)

Puerto Rico Health Coalition

Moderator: Dr. Ramon Gonzalez
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Caribbean Oral Health Initiative Models
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Presentations & Dialogue:

Gingival Inflammation in Caribbean
Adults: Prevalence and Risk Factors

Risk Factors Related to Quality of Life
Among Caribbean Adults

Prevalence and Disparities Linked to
Smoking and Gingival Health

Smiles for my People

Consensus in Theoretical and Practical
Domains in Cariology

Moderator: Dr. Jorge Gamonal




SUMMIT 2018 — Oral Health Equity in the Caribbean: ¢

Moving from Research to Policy-making and Practice

Concurrent Structured Groups:

Smiles for my People

Dr. Elaine
Pagan

Dr. Cassiano Rossing &
gernal Stewart PhD

(Kilbourne et al., 2006) | Gingival HEaIth I

Consensus in Theoretical & Practical Domains in Cariology

Dr. Ninoska
Abreu

(Consensus in Cariology Implementation Strategy)
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SUMMIT 2018 — Third Research Forum: >

School of Dental Medicine and the Caribbean Oral Health Initiative
Moderator: Dr. Rahul Naidu

Young Researchers: Capacity Building

Presentations

¢ Dr. Kenia Veras, Pontificia Universidad Catdlica Madre y Maestra, R.D.
= Prevalence of Oral Mucosa Lesions in the Dominican Republic and Risk
Factors

¢ Dr. Carleyn Helena, Universidad Iberoamericana, R.D.
= Oral Health Quality of Life in Children with Cerebral Palsy

¢ Violeta Contreras, Recinto de Ciencias Médicas, Universidad de Puerto Rico
= Preventive and Economic Considerations: Mandatory Dental Exams for
School Attending Children in Puerto Rico

Strengthening COHI’s Network

The first Dental Biorepository in
the Caribbean (CariDen) was
formally presented during the
2018 COHI Summit, San Juan,
Puerto Rico.

From left:

Dr. Castellanos (PAHO),

Dr. Elias, Dr. Rodriguez (PAJO),
A. Rivera and presenters

Dr. Morou and Dr. Buxé

www.caribbeanoralhealthinitiative.com
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Day 2

Reflections on Health Equity and the Critical Role of the Academia

Luis Avilés, PhD
Graduate School of Public Health, UPR

Several 16th century engravings demonstrate the horrors of tooth
extractions and the extreme pain and suffering of individuals with
poor oral health. Those were days when a toothache could easily
end up in death. Are we glad to live in the 21st century, when those
experiences are basically a matter of art history and literature? No!,
was the categorical answer of Professor Avilés. The case of a 12 year
old African American boy who died in Maryland in 2007 of complica-
tions that could be prevented by a regular tooth extraction demon-
strates that certain social groups, based on social class and race,
face situations that evoke the experiences of the 16th century. Us-
ing the essay One foot in, one foot out, by Richard Levins, professor
Avilés explained the ways in which academics —as scientists, as
workers, and activists— can focus on the structural drivers of health
equity. Academics should promote policies to promote the diversity
of students admitted to dental medicine schools (based on social
class and other social stratifiers), to challenge the geopolitics of
knowledge production (that systematically exclude certain re-
search topics), and to support and provide scientific rigor to the
activism of social movements.

COHI & LAOHA: Partners in Health Promotion!

www.caribbeanoralhealthinitiative.com




SUMMIT 2018 — Third Research Forum:

School of Dental Medicine and the Caribbean Oral Health Initiative
Moderator: Dr. Rahul Naidu

COHI: Emerging Issues in 2018

Dr. José F. Cordero, College of Public Health, University of Georgia

Connecting oral health with the rest of the health care system
Health equity and oral health
Need for oral health data for decision-making
e Describe health inequities
e Cost-benefit of oral health clinical services
e  Monitor trends of oral conditions with and without prevention inter-
ventions

Workforce development

e  From curricular harmonization to certification and credentialing at all

levels from local, state/province to national Dr. José F. Cordero
COHI, Dominican Republic COHI, Puerto Rico
COHI, CARICOM Dr. Neiderman from NYU and COHI Members

www.caribbeanoralhealthinitiative.com



COHI researchers at IADR

London 2018
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L. Feliz N. Abreu

Caribbean Universities Presentations™
London IADR - July, 2018

Pontificia Universidad Catdlica Madre y Maestra, R.D.
Eight Poster Presentations & one Oral Presentation

University of Puerto Rico
One Oral Presentation & one Poster Presentation**

Universidad Iberoamericana, R.D.
Two Poster Presentations

University of West Indies, Trinidad & Tobago
Four Poster Presentations

*Five presentations were partially sponsored by COHI

**Prevalence, Severity, and Risk Factors of Gingival Inflammation in

Caribbean Adults: A Multi-City, Cross-Sectional Study
Augusto R. Elias-Boneta, Milagros J. Toro, Sona Rivas-Tumanyan,

SAVE THE DATE—October 4, 2019, Dominican Republic

Arvind Babu Rajendra-Santosh, Michael Brache, James R. Collins C
[PR Health Sci J 2018;37:115-123]

www.caribbeanoralhealthinitiative.com




1st Meeting of the Caribbean Dental Repository Advisory Committee
November 1st and 2nd, 2018
San Juan, Puerto Rico,

Standing from left to right, doctors: D. Molina, E. Mora, A. Butali, A. Vieira, Ms. A. Rivera, Drs. A. Elias and M. Toro
Sitting from left to right, doctors: E. Pagén, C. Buxd, L. Lépez, E. Morou, S. Tumanyan

Presentations:
e  Dr. Carmen Buxo, University of Puerto Rico (UPR) — A Precision Medicine Resource for the Caribbean
e  Dr. Augusto Elias, University of Puerto Rico — COHI: A Model to Eliminate Health Disparities for the Caribbean
e  CariDen Advisory Committee:
O Dr. Alexander Vieira, University of Pittsburgh — Dental Registry and DNA Repository
O Dr. Azeez Butali, University of lowa — CODBio Bioreposity
O Dr Edna Mora, Comprehensive Cancer Center, University of Puerto Rico — Research Biobank
Student Presentations
¢ carolina Bello: Novel exonic and intronic variants in GRHL3 from Puerto Ricans with Cleft Palate
= Hinman Award “Most Outstanding Student Presentation in Clincal Research”, Hinman Student Research Symposium,
University of Tennessee, Nov 2-3. 2018
0  Ada Toraiio: Novel Damaging IRF6 Mutation in a Van der Woude Family from Puerto Rico
—> First Award ASDA Student Research Competition, PR, April 2018
{0  Diego Rodriguez: Rare ADCY9 Mutations in Puerto Rican Children with Orofacial Clefts
= Student Finalist SCADA research competition, Florida, AADR March 2018

www.caribbeanoralhealthinitiative.com
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CARIBBEAN COLLABORATIONS

Dr. Lydia Lépez, ICDAS Training
Escuela de Odontologia, Universidad de la Habana

Dr. Milagros Toro, Dr. Arvind Santosh & Staff
Callibration Exercise, University of West Indies
Mona Campus, Jamaica
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